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Executive Director W. Campbell
We are excited about the upcoming holidays. It’s hard to believe that we are embarking on 
the year 2019.  Many are looking forward to time around the table with family members, 
friends, and others. Most will be making plans and some of us are making travel plans to visit 
families near and far. We are looking forward to sleeping in a little bit over the next few days. 

We have so many things to celebrate during these first 50+ days of school. Here are a few: 
*  We passed an operating referendum that will generate approximately $750,000 in 
    additional revenue.  We will be able to hire teachers, support our transportation and 
    maintenance needs, and to provide teachers with additional staff development and 
    instructional materials to support our students. 

*  We celebrated 25% of our students in our high school who earned the all A honor roll from 
    last year’s report cards. 
*  We congratulate our Rush City seniors who are receiving partial and full scholarships to colleges and universities 
   across the country. 
*  We are grateful to the Dennis Frandsen Foundation for offering scholarships to Rush City graduates who want to 
    attend Pine Tech and other technical colleges. 
*  We are grateful for the over 460 students who we serve in our elementary school and the amazing events 
    occurring there. 
*  We appreciate our transportation department for the 550 daily stops they make to ensure that all of our children are 
    transported to and from school in a safe manner. 
*  We are proud of the accomplishments and competition that our athletic teams have demonstrated throughout fall 
    sports. We look forward to the winter season of sports. 
*  We are proud of our students for their demonstration of writing, drawing, and other ways they demonstrate the 
    attitude of creativity. 

Things that we are looking forward to: 
*  Working with our district office staff, administrators, School Board and our community on our budgeting process for 
    2019-2020, including staffing and curricular needs
*  Looking forward to winter sports
*  Looking forward to concerts from our choirs, bands, and orchestra
*  Looking forward to increasing the number of students who earn honor roll for the upcoming school year
*  Maintaining a 90 plus percentage of high school graduates with the goal of 100% of our seniors graduating!
*  Looking forward to becoming your Superintendent in January 2019. 

Please let me know if we can be of assistance to you and answer any questions that you may have. 

Best to you all,
William Campbell

http://www.rushcity.k12.mn.us/


High School Principal's Perspective B. Stavig
Personal Learning Plans have been a focus for our 
students this last month.  They are developed in 8th 
grade Futures Prep class and reviewed annually 
thereafter in their Social Studies class.  Throughout 
each school year many things are planned, in addition 
to coursework, to help students make decisions about 
their future such as guest speakers, the career fair, 
industry and college tours, and College Knowledge 
Month to name a few.  The purpose of these activities 
is to help students identify their passions and ultimately 
their career plans.  Teachers and Mrs. Wagener 
have been working with the students to ensure they 
are taking advantage of opportunities that will better 
prepare them for their future. The information students 
provide in their plans will also help school leaders 
ensure our resources are allocated in areas that best 
meet the students’ needs.  Parents are to review and 
sign their student’s Personal Learning Plan annually.  
Thank you for assisting with this effort.  

It is my belief that when students identify their passions 
and strengths, see that opportunities exist for their 
passions to become careers, and develop their plans 
with integrity, success is inevitable. We have incredible 
students in Rush City and they have limitless potential. 
Part of our job at school is to help students realize their 
goals are achievable and the steps the students outline 
in their plan give them a guide for their lives as adults. 
Put simply, Personal Learning Plans help students 
focus on and achieve their dreams.

Parents and Guardians are one of the most important 
factors in student success.  You can help your students 
in many ways and we appreciate your support!  By 
having high expectations for your students, routinely 
checking ParentVue/StudentVue (student grades 
online), attending conferences, holding students 

accountable when they are not meeting expectations, 
and communicating when necessary, we can work 
together to ensure your child reaches his or her 
potential. Please contact our teachers, counselor, or 
myself if you have questions or concerns. We are a 
team!

It appears winter is now upon us!  Please ensure our 
young drivers know the basics of winter driving, have an 
emergency kit in their vehicles, and leave plenty of extra 
time to make it to school safely and on time.  Students 
who choose to ride snowmobiles to school are welcome 
to do so as long as they are respectful to school and 
personal property and abide by the rules in the student/
parent handbook.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
questions or concerns, or if you would like more 
information about the steps we are taking in the high 
school to help your student prepare for the future. 
 

Brent Stavig
RCHS Principal
(320) 358-4795
bstavig@rushcity.k12.mn.us 

*** PLEASE NOTE ***
MY SCHOOL BUCKS

Due to maintenance, My School Bucks 
will be unavailable from

10:00 am on November 26th 
until the afternoon of 

November 28th.  
Please plan accordingly.

                         Santa Day Store
                                           

        Please donate new or used items 
to the Rush City High School or CE 

Jacobson between now and November 29.

Items can include toys, games, puzzles, 
household items, tools, Christmas 

decorations, scarves, gloves, hats, books 
and other gift type items. 

Donations will be used for children to 
“shop” for their family members:

Saturday, December 1
Chucker’s Bowl & Lounge

10:00  am - 1:00 pm

mailto:bstavig%40rushcity.k12.mn.us%20?subject=


High School Counselor’s Corner                     J. Wagener

Happy November Everyone! The school year is cruising right by and winter break will soon be 
here. The 2018-2019 school year is off to a great start.

This past October we celebrated College Knowledge Month and the students/staff participated 
in a variety of activities. Everyone was encouraged to wear post-secondary gear on 
Wednesdays for their chance to win prizes. Speakers were brought in to talk with students 
on a variety of topics: careers, the admissions process, budgeting, goals, branches of the 
military, and different majors. Seniors had the opportunity to work on college applications and 
I’m proud to say that 80% of our seniors are already applied to a post-secondary option with 

3% of our seniors going into a military option. Many colleges waive their application fees in October which is why it 
is an important time to apply. The 10th-12th grade students had the opportunity to attend the Health Care Fair at St. 
Scholastica and learn more about the different health careers.  Juniors attended the State College Fair and seniors 
attended the National College Fair. It was a busy month. 

We want to give a big thank you to the Frandsen Family Foundation for extending their scholarship opportunity for 
our seniors again this year. Seniors not only have the opportunity to attend PTCC for 2 years debt free, they now 
have the opportunity to go to any of the WITC campus debt free. This foundation has two priorities: #1-encourage 
students to consider a technical education and #2-make the cost of going to college as inexpensive as possible. In 
the event there is not a technical program at PTCC that fits the career goals of the Rush City student, the following 
guidelines will apply:

*   If the student selects a technical program (not offered at PTCC) at another MN Technical College, tuition and fees 
    and the $1,000 books/supplies will be funded. Approval is required. 
*   If the student selects a technical program at a private school, the payment calculation shall be determined by 
    assuming the average tuition and fees at PTCC are $6,000 per year. The Frandsen Family Foundation payment 
    will be $6,000 minus the Federal and State Financial grants that the student receives at the private school.  
    Approval is required. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our Rush City Seniors

A big THANK YOU for all of those who attended conferences in November. It was so nice to be able to meet the 
parents/guardians of our students. As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  I will be out on maternity leave from 
November 26th-January 25th. 

IMPORTANT DATES:
End of January: Local Scholarship Applications become available to seniors

January 30: “Earning College Credit in High School” Presentation on January 30th at 5:30 pm in the High School 
Theatre for students and their families that will be going into their junior and senior year next year. Come to learn 
about all of the college courses we offer at Rush City High School and the benefits of taking College In the Schools 
classes. 

February: High school students will start the registration process for 
next school year.

February 4th-8th: National School Counseling Week

February 6th & 7th: Junior ASVAB Testing

Janet M. Wagener
7th-12th School Counselor
jwagener@rushcity.k12.mn.us
320-358-1267

NO SCHOOL
November 22-23

November 30
December 24 - January 1

January 21
February 18

March 1
March 22



It’s Elementary! S. Souhan
It is with incredible gratitude that 
I think back over the past 50-plus 
school days at CE Jacobson. 
I have met so many wonderful 
families and amazing students. 
I already feel at home in this 
community and it reminds me 
how lucky we all are to be a part 

you the key parts of the story after each page (even after 
short pages they should be able to tell you “Who did 
what” and if they are older they should be able to explain 
“Why” and discuss the characters as well.) It is also very 
important to be sure your child reads both fiction and 
non-fiction literature. We are happy to be a partner in 
your child’s education.

Going outside for recess is a highlight for many 
students each day. It is hard to enjoy the time if the 
students are not properly dressed for comfort in the 
cold temperatures. Please send all warm weather items 
each day (coat, snow pants, boots, hat, and gloves) 
regardless of the temperature predictions. We determine 
if students go outside at the time of their recess, not 
based on forecast or low temperatures, so even if the 
day starts out cold it may warm up enough by recess 
time for the students to go out and enjoy the fresh 
air. Our general rule is if the temperature or windchill 
is below zero at recess time the students will remain 
indoors. 

The student council and Mrs. Lakeberg recently 
concluded a food drive to support the local Rush City 
area food shelf. Students were encouraged to bring in 
personal hygiene and food items. The generosity was 
overwhelming and the students were so proud to take 
part and play a role in helping the community.

I would like to acknowledge the Leaders in Education 
Excellence award winners at our school! Congratulations 
to Mr. Jeremy Albright and Mrs. Ashley Lakeberg in 
the teacher category. Congratulations to Mrs. Judy 
Sorensen and Mrs. Giselle (Gigi) Schmeling in the 
support staff category. These awards are powerful and 
meaningful as the winners are chosen by their peers.
The winners were celebrated at separate dinner and 
awards banquets held at the River’s Edge Convention 
Center in St. Cloud.

I would also like to acknowledge the great work of our 
new food service director, Mrs. Dawn Richard. If you 
have not been to lunch at either school this year, come 
on in! The food is delicious and nutritious. My personal 
favorite on the menu is the Tater Tot Hot dish, of course!

I look forward to serving this district in the coming years. 
I am encouraged by and proud of the parents I have 
been lucky enough to talk to, email, and meet. 

Kind Regards,
Staci Souhan
CE Jacobson Principal
320-358-4724 office    
ssouhan@rushcity.k12.mn.us

of the Rush City School system. The teachers, office staff, 
custodial staff, kitchen staff, paraprofessionals, bus drivers, 
and district-office employees are absolutely united in the 
quest to deliver a quality and unique education experience 
to every child that walks through the doors at either of our 
buildings. Parent involvement is vital in education so it 
was exciting to see conference turnout so high. Way to go 
parents and guardians! The students in Rush City are lucky 
to have so many people advocating on their behalf. It has 
been a tremendous pleasure getting to know the students 
and learning all the connections in town. We have made 
some great memories already this year and hope to create 
many more in the months ahead.

What are we currently doing at CE Jacobson to serve 
students? Data is a specific focus for all of us this year. We 
have added specialized training for data-facilitators on each 
grade-level team. We are using the data to understand and 
evaluate the intervention needs for students. Each team 
is also using their own data to gauge student mastery of 
targeted skills and guide their teaching. In their professional 
learning communities the teachers are sharing their most 
successful practices and learning from one another to 
improve outcomes for students. We are guided by the 
research of Richard DuFour and John Hattie as we work to 
ensure our practice is research based and most effective 
for student achievement. 

Richard DuFour asks us to focus on four essential 
questions as educators: What do we want students to 
learn? How will we know if they learned it? What do we 
do if they did not learn the material? What do we do if 
they already know the material? John Hattie’s research 
involved synthesizing data on over 500,000 studies related 
to student achievement to identify the most effective 
practices. We are dedicated to using practices that deliver 
the most positive impact.

What can you do at home to most effectively help your 
student? Read and practice math facts. Both math and 
reading fluency depend on automatic recall of foundational 
skills. To improve in either area takes constant practice 
and repetition. For reading to be most effective your child 
needs to be reading a good-fit book. A good-fit book is at 
their reading level (can they read the majority of the words 
on every page with only a few errors in a full page of text). 
Do they understand what they just read and can they re-tell 



Early Childhood News J. Thom

Rush City Early Childhood:  320-358-3635 or www.rushcity.k12.mn.us

Preschool
Rush City Early Childhood 
students have gotten off to a 
great start this fall! Adjusting to 
full day preschool classes has 
been an exciting challenge, 
but students are building 
stamina every day! We make 
great use of the motor room to incorporate jumping, 
balancing, swinging and moving our bodies into 
our routine every day. Preschool students have 
been very fortunate as many parents have donated 
to our classrooms by purchasing wish list books 
from the book fair, donating extra supplies and 
items, coming into our room to volunteer, read or 
sending in special treats! We are so appreciative! 
We are also lucky to have had a special visit from 
School Resource Officer, Deputy Gage. She visited 
preschool classrooms to help us learn about her job 
at our school.  

ECFE
Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) Classes 
have been meeting on Friday mornings this fall. 
We have had tremendous interest in this parent/
child class this fall! Becky Maki and Sara Sieling, 
ECFE Parent Educator and ECFE Teacher, have 
worked very hard to accommodate all the families 
who have wanted to attend classes. Classes will 
continue through the winter and into the spring. 
Please call our office or check us out on the school 
website for more information on classes for infants 
and toddlers.

EC Screening
We welcome all children who have turned 3 years 
old to participate in an upcoming Early Childhood 
Screening day. Screenings are free and required for 
all Minnesota children before entering public school 
Kindergarten. Screening is a quick check to be 
sure your child is meeting important developmental 
milestones. Screening is completed at the school 
and takes 45-60 minutes to complete. Upcoming 
dates are: December 14, January 11, February 
8. Call Linda at 320-358-3635 to schedule a 
screening. 

https://www.rushcity.k12.mn.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=922147&pageId=944342


Sports                  L. Rood
An exciting fall season has come to a close in Tiger Territory.  Our fall teams practiced and competed hard and were 
very successful and entertaining to watch. Here is a quick recap.

• Cross Country had more than 30 participants this season.  Many of the runners ran personal best times during 
the Great River Conference meet in Pine City.  The team had three All-Conference runners in Sandon Stepp, 
Matthew Papke, and Brodrick Larson.  Also, while we did not have any runners move on to the state cross country 
tournament, personal bests were ran at the Section 5A meet in Mora. Congratulations to the entire team for  all of 
the many miles you have run and your accomplishments!

• The bowling club had increased participation this season.  Eight students participated and competed against other 
local bowling clubs in the area.  Thank you to Holly Schellbach for continuing to support these students in their 
passions for bowling.

• The Tigers football team battled tough all season through a difficult schedule. While the win-loss record did not turn 
out how the team would have liked, the players and coaches continued to work hard the entire season into section 
play.  The team will miss the seniors, but is also excited with the experience that younger players gained this 
season to help lead in the future. 

• The Rush City volleyball team also followed up last year’s success with another great season finishing 19-8.  The 
ladies were able to win the Great River Conference trophy for the 2nd time in the past 3 years going undefeated 
in the conference.  They also advanced to the Section 5A sub-section championship game and earned the runner 
up trophy.  Coach Telander also reached a big milestone by earning his 200th win as a head volleyball coach. 
Congratulations and thank you for your continued dedication and leadership for our student-athletes.

We now turn our focus to winter activities. Gymnastics, wrestling, boys’ and girls’ basketball, and hockey have already 
begun practicing and will begin their competitive season soon.  Click HERE to access all of the sports schedules so 
you know when to come out and support your favorite Tigers teams.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly.  Go Tigers!

Lee Rood
Activities Director
lrood@rushcity.k12.mn.us
320-358-4795

Follow our activities on Twitter at @RCTigersAD

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Want to be alerted when a change is made to your athlete’s schedule? 
Want a reminder of certain upcoming events?  

Set up ‘Notify Me’ through the 
Events & Activities Calendar

 on the district’s home page or by clicking HERE

Set up an account using your email address and create a password
Choose all of the activities you would like to be alerted to

Choose to get notifications of the upcoming events in the activities you chose
Choose to get notifications only when a scheduled event is changed

Click “Save My Settings”

You can change your ‘Notify Me’ settings anytime by logging back into your account,
 making the changes and saving the changes

https://greatriverconference.org/public/genie/138/school/224/
https://greatriverconference.org/public/notify/genie/138/school/224


In the Spotlight

Congratulations
Shawna Mell and Jamie Guptill have both 

signed with Concordia St. Paul.  
Shawna will be playing basketball and Jamie 

will be playing volleyball.  Jamie was also 
selected to the Class A All State Team for 
the 2nd year in a row and is the 1st Tiger 
volleyball player in school history to reach 

1000 kills!

Academic Awards
This great group of high school students 

earned their Academic Award for 
maintaining A Honor Roll status throughout 

all of the 2017-18 school year

Food Drive
CE Jacobson Student Council collected 

1,215 items to be donated to the food shelf.
Way to Go Tigers!

Daniel Mielke and Brandon Guptill
Selected to the All-District Team for the 

Northwest Football District!

Cody McFee and Brandon Guptill
Section 4AA Football All-Section Team



Rush City Lions - Summer Rec
Plastech - Summer Rec

Tiger Classic Golf Tournament Donors - Athletic Department
(as listed in August Newsletter)

Doug Peterson Memorial - Athletics/Baseball
Jasper 28 OES - Summer Rec

Bob & Rennaye Frandsen - Aquatic Center, Track-Shot Put, Elementary 
School Supplies

RC Snowbugs - Speaker David Parnell
Northern Veterinary Services, Grantsburg WI - FFA

Janet DuBose - Food Service

   
    

Donations

School Closing Announcements
All Rush City closing or late start announcements will be posted on our website at 
www.rushcity.k12.mn.us, sent out via School Messenger, and made on the following radio and 
television stations.  Closings in the Rush City School District will include the Early Childhood Program 

                       AM 830 WCCO 
                       AM 1350 WCMP
                       FM 95.5 KBEK
                       WCCO television Channel 4
                       KSTP television Channel 5
                       KARE television Channel 11
                                 

District Office 358-4855
Superintendent Teresa Dupre
Executive Director William Campbell

High School 358-4795
High School Principal Brent Stavig

Jacobson Elementary 358-4724
Elementary Principal Staci Souhan

www.rushcity.k12.mn.us

School Board
Chairperson   Stefanie Folkema
Vice-Chair Teri Umbreit
Clerk Scott Tryon
Treasurer     Matt Meissner
Director Becky LaMont
Director Jennifer Widell

School Board Meetings
The regular school board meetings are 

scheduled for the third Thursday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. in High School Theater.

The District would also like to extend appreciation to school district and community members,
as well as local organizations, who have contributed to school fundraisers. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated!

The Rush City School District would like to thank these organizations and
 individuals for their contributions to the following programs:

Donations July 1, 2018 through September 30, 2018

https://www.rushcity.k12.mn.us/

